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Tick distribution in the UK 
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Distribution of the Lyme disease vector  

Ixodes ricinus in the UK.  

Records submitted to the TRS between 2005 – 2014. 

 Green – red = low – high numbers of records/10 km grid.  



Working with Wiltshire 
 

Aim – to increase awareness of ticks and tickborne infections 

across Wiltshire 

Objectives – provide suitable resources to facilitate awareness 

and good practise of tick bite prevention and removal. 

Keith Humphries, cabinet member for public health said: 

“Wiltshire is a beautiful rural county and this campaign 

encourages individuals and families to continue enjoying 

outdoor activities with the knowledge and confidence of how 

to manage ticks should they come into contact with them.” 

Maggie Rae, corporate director at Wiltshire Council said: 

“Wiltshire has acres of beautiful countryside with many 

excellent opportunities for outdoor work and leisure activities. 

This is a timely campaign which provides useful advice which 

we hope people will bear in mind as they take to the 

countryside this summer.” 
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Working with Wiltshire 
 

Tick Awareness Week - 24th to 28th of March 2014 

Screen displays at County Hall 

Press releases – local newspaper,  

Radio coverage – advertising the events and pre-recorded interviews with Tick 

scientist, lyme diseases case 

Website material – leaflets, links to PHE 

Social media – twitter 

Distribution of leaflets to all GPs, pharmacies 

 and parish councils 
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Leaflets & posters 
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Press coverage 
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Wiltshire events 
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Campaign evaluation  
• Leaflets and tick cards were distributed to  

• GP surgeries (63),  

• Parish councils (253) 

• Pharmacies (74)  

• MIU, schools, AWP Mental Health Trust, Wiltshire CCG, Scouts, Fit Elderly, 

health trainers  

• Feedback questionnaires – 26 responses from GPs, 22 from pharmacies, 

31 from PCs 

• Leaflet downloads 

• Wiltshire consultation questionnaire 

• 50% were aware of the campaign 

• Of those that heard about the campaign, most of them heard via the 

leaflets or information cards.  

• No-one that responded heard it on the radio.  

• 40% of the people responding said they learnt something new 
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Direct feedback at events 
• Didn’t realise the difference between engorged and unfed ticks – thought 

these were different species. 

• Didn’t realise ticks were present in urban parks/gardens 

• Didn’t realise there were so many different types of tick 

• Didn’t realise there were three different life stages of tick – or how small 

the immature stages are 

• Most people recognised the adult stage rather than the immature stages 

• Most people were familiar with partially or fully engorged ticks but not the 

unfed stages 

• Different know that the ticks that are removed from pets can also feed on 

humans 

• Many questions on how to remove ticks properly 

• Questions on what to use to remove ticks 

• Questions on what to do if the mouthparts break off 

• Questions on the symptoms of Lyme disease 
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Tick awareness in 2015 

  • PHE continue to support the local 

authorities, who will be leading tick 

awareness activities 

• Extending our awareness work to cover the 

southwest region 

• Engaging with local authorities via the PHE 

centres and local teams 

• Building on areas of best practice from 

Wiltshire 

• Expanding to other stakeholders 
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South West 

Bath and North East Somerset 17 

Bournemouth 3 

Bristol, City of 24 

Cheltenham 2 

Christchurch 5 

Cornwall 20 

Cotswold 7 

East Devon 31 

East Dorset 15 

Forest of Dean 6 

Gloucester 3 

Mendip 5 

Mid Devon 9 

North Devon 20 

North Dorset 1 

North Somerset 13 

Plymouth 38 

Poole 1 

Purbeck 7 

Sedgemoor 8 

South Gloucestershire 6 

South Hams 67 

South Somerset 4 

Stroud 17 

Swindon 2 

Taunton Deane 2 

Teignbridge 148 

Tewkesbury 4 

Torbay 45 

Torridge 11 

West Devon 172 

West Dorset 11 

West Somerset 8 

Weymouth and Portland 1 

Wiltshire 187 

Grand Total 920 



Tick awareness plans for 2015 
• Improve recognition of ticks in all areas 

with suitable habitat 

• Key messages – preventative behaviour  

• Target a wider area 

• Process and outcome evaluation 
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Tick  awareness commencing  

30 March 2015 

 
Where can I find out more? 

• There will be an information table set up in the Atrium, 
County Hall.  It will be manned: 

 Monday 30 March 3pm until 5pm 

 Tuesday 31 March 10am until 12mid-day and  

 Wednesday 1 April 1pm until 3pm 

• Over the next 6 months, other events will be advertised 
locally and on the council website 
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Tick awareness for NHS and PHE staff 
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Person submitting data  

Name of person submitting tick/s  

Company name (if applicable)  

Address  

Telephone number  

Email address  

Location of collection  

Date of collection  

Specific location of collection 
(grid reference, postcode) 

 

General location of collection 
(nearest village/town/city) 

 

Host from which tick was collected  
(human, dog, cat) 

 

Any further information/notes 
 
 
 

If the tick was collected from a human 
Please provide details of which part of the body the tick was 
removed from e.g.  behind the knee, on the back of the lower 
leg, from the lower back - giving as much detail as possible 

 

  

 

Tick Recording Scheme 

www.PHE.gov.uk/tickrecordingscheme 
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Thank you 
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